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| - this Paper to ſet down particular Motives; bp which Lb& 
- came perfwaded to write toyou > I'would' not have for- 
 -gonethe pains; though 1t hag coft me a long, ang diſtinct 
Paragraph. Thope it may be enough to ſay, that Iam one of 
the meaneſtClergy-men intheChurch-of Exp/ard, in whom 
there ſhould be ways « Conſtience' of, its condition; and a: 
zeal to dd any office,” that is but probable for its/peace and e- 
ſtabhiſhment ; and moreover, that I think there'is ſomething} 
in the preſent guiſe of Afﬀairs, that may call you at this time 
to heed any man, or any thing, that means no worle,. than to 
awaken you after'riany, to-another conſideration, 30 


"_ 
x , \ 


Pann it would any thing: contribure'to the ſucceſs of 


""Thavealligned my Paper'toyou of Kext;, becauſe dwelling: 


in the ſame County, I have been more capable to obſerve you 
in ſuch particulars, as are here conſidered, .and not knowing 
but the diſſenters of other Gonnties may/not-be ſuch, as you, 
in all the Articles-and practiſes: of. your diffenti- from the 
Churchof = »2t4n4; I' therefore !thall Jeave 'thenr' to !0thers 
who have greater abilities, and better opportunities to deat 
with theth; © And though in Zosdop for an hundred! gaod 


\ 


Reatons," the Heads, of all difſenters maybe preſum'd rorefide 
_ (ot that's thie Motinit;/ frehy whence long tine you hee | 
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+  hadyourvyarious Patterns ( 
cie to matiage any matte, ant withal,- that-there are- many 
in the lame City of ſtrength, and warmth enough to take 
knowlelgze of, and reprove too, any thing ONE, or pre- 
judicial to the eſtabllſhed Religion in their ableſt Adverſaries, 
I betake my ſelf to the weaker Country, and leave them to 
convinge.and perſwade, at leaſt to'mind thoſe Hlexd-men of 
the City, in what Opinions and Pradtiſes they will continue 
to |1ve. Cay era ; 
 'The begiaming of my attempt on you ſhall be thus fair , as 
firlt to'lay rogether thoſe grounds of diſſent, which either in 
 Printor Diſcourſe I have tqund awaed by:\uch among you, 
} who think they can give Reaſons for their diſſent. Yet, be- 
| foreT do this, it is perhaps but very needful to interpoſe thus 
much, :andto tell you (elpecially thoſe among you who boaſt 


of number) that there are many practical Diſſenters from us, ' 


” and appear moſtly at your Afſemblies,who cannot be ſuſpe&- 
+ edrtohave anygrounds, and indeed have none, or no other, 
\- but what are fo apparently weak, that themſelves are a- 
* - ſhamed to confeſs them, notwithſtanding they are wholly 
managed by them z. and, when they are ,conteſted with, are 
. forc'd to lay them-(in\another dreſs) or nothing. , For there 
are many conducted: to. your Societies, and fill your Meeting- 
houles, on no better ſcore than Curioſity , Diſcontert, De- 
frene, /Dependance, and. Obedience, In which enumeration, 


becaule there | is one good word or two (which you are- 


wont'to take preſently for good Arguments) give me leave 
 tocallthemover again, and annex unto them a imall Para- 
| phraſe. pans airy Oe 
"1. Curioſity, Tknow not, whether old deſcriptions of Vir- 
tues or Vices will ſerve thoſe of :''e prefent Age, for 'tis con- 
ceited our Vutues are greater, but known (Iam fure) that 
| þ © / \ Our 


et conſidering my own inf ufficien- 
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.- | G) 
our Vices are. not leſs, and eyen in this particular of Curioſity 
which School-Divinity. hathreckoned'for a Vice : for;thou h 
more knowledge be the pretence, yet the ippetire may bein- 
ordinate, Peng, and vitious, even after knowledge. And 

y is That, which ſhall engage men to leave their 
M immediate places, and duties to purſue an idle in{pection.and 
| acquaintance with the,PraQtiſes and Opinions of others ; and 
| for loye' of this ſatisfaction only, ſhall addreſs themielyes. to 
every Meeting-houſe and place of Conventicle , intending to 
| make no moregain thereby, either to themſelves or others, 
than to be able to become pleaſant, and talkative about di- 
vers manners, matters, and Perſons, over their Meat, Wine, 
and Coffee, of this fort there are not a few among you, and 
of whom you are not all ignorant; for it needs no proof;they 
are not carefu! to conceal themſelves, nor apprehenliye of a- 
ny injury done to them, when they are cenſured, as curious: 
Not that Ithink you have all the curious ones among you ; 
or that this ſort of Curieſity is all that is to be found. among 
| the Profeſſors of Religion ; for indeed there is more,as is evt- 
dent by ſuch Queſtions, as are very famihar with us , which, - 
though Faſhion and Cuſtome do now ſave from being con- 
demn'd commonly, yet nothing but Curioſity is in their birth 
arid original. For not to 50 turther, who can give any better 
account of this,or the like Queſt. How doth Mr..4.2.preach,or: 
> ' wasit a good Sermon ? Suppoſing there was nothing preach- 
f ed but thecommon and 1nvariable truths of the Goſpel, as 
| _ _ is forthe moſt parc fuppoſed by ſuch TInquirers : for the Que- 
tions, and the deſigne of them that ſo ask rarely refer to 
truth or falſhood, which are Queſtions only material in in- 
ftruting men to Salvation, and therefore theſe Queſtions are - 
made to know, with what voice, face, geſture, or perhaps 
method *tis preach'd, which are all idle C#r;ofities in {© 
Oo OE E = weighty 


= 4 


Þ; 


#z* © 54 


' for that (whatever it be) they think they havenot Yet had 
any where elſe, and as long, as io much of your ſtudy is laid - 


urious with Fa Phraſes, till their very thinking on 


and holy ; and the Text is 1 Theſ. 5.21, Prove all things, &C. 


and forfakiug his own tation to hunt after new matters to 


— _—— 
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try his skill about, and not to ſtay tall they are offered to him, 
as matters concerning, and weighty (for every matter offered 
to us is.not worth ſearching into) and by thofe too, that we 
have ſome reaſon to think are affefted with care and Conſct- 
efice for the good of our Souls, a 
. 2: Diſcontent is another thing that hath added to the num- 
ber of -Difſenters, which I might call (without [taking extra- 
ordinary licence to my ſelf) ſpite and peeviſhnels.. : For ſome, 
1m whole thoughts it never entred to alter their Principles, . or 
ſo much as to queſtion the ufages of the Church of England, 
have yet made too open ſhew of deſerting the Church,b A 
bold trequenting your Meetings ; when the only reaſon of fo 
doing was ſome"occaſional heat, they -have lately had with 
their lawful Minifters, For,if a Miniſter,either oreſt by a Con- 
ſcience of his duty, or by the neceſſity of his condition, do 
yenture to take” a meaſuring-caſt of the Tythes due to.tum - 
from his Neighbours Farm, and would thereby adjuſt ſome 
miſtakes ind lf cuſtoms to do himſelf juſtice, if there be no - 
Arts left for the Owner to continue the fraud, he ſhall be fure 
to find this woful reverigeready for him, viz, Thathis angr 
Neighbour will hear him no more. . And to carry on this ha- 
fty and unwarrantable reſolution, he for a while perhaps keeps - 


» = + £ 
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©” 

ence, but even to ſan&tifiethe very occaſion of leaving-us z 
 but- the great Topick, from whence your Methods are de- 
rived, is Intereſt not Integrity. Fro 
.... 3- Deſigne hath helpt you much in this matter : There be- 
ing ſome who hive ſuch deſires and Projects in their Heads, 
(diftin&t enougit from Religion) which can never be accom- 
Plith2d, but by your Succeis and, Proſperity. You well re- 
memoer ; (I fuppole) when his Majeſty was reſtor'd. to the 
Throne of -his Anceſtors, there were many with him return- 
ed to rheir own Eſtates, that had long beeg under the hands, 
'and embezelmeats of men, that knew how to make agood 


Market of an unnatural War. Theſe men. enjoy'd what they- 


had thus bately gotten, long enough to make them in love 
with what they poſſeſſed, and ſuch love they have thereto 
Kill, that they will not be out of the Deſigne for another em- 
brace, For there are many pleaſant Meadows, large Woods, 
.and goodly Houſes which yet hang in their eyes, though they 
.do.not ſtick in their 6ngers; but thele can never be compal- 
{cd again by them without making 2 new Bead roll of Delin- 


o 
%. 


queats, repairing to Haberdaſhers-Hall, and extirpating E- 
piſcopacie, that 1s,: by-bringing all things again into War and 
confuſion. _ Or, if it be; done -peaceably, yet cannot be 
done without laying. Biſhops aſide, and diſtributing their 
* Lands. . Now, how can any labouring with this deligne; of a 
" *re-inveſtiture 'toſuch Lands, more properly;beſtow himſelf 
. and his ways, than in diligent attendence on your Conyen- 
. ticles,” wherein Biſhops have been ſo often declar'd your utter 
_Enemues, and the rooting them out both your aims and pray- 

ers.?; There is little'in ſuch; Deſigners Conlciences, x =; 

CAT FTI. Ds. 1 CONMTATC: is 75 $14 @7 wy i 

them, more toyou than toReme ; bur greading that Chuxgh 
.. ts not-their triend ut this particular, they continue with. o- 
"thers, but on worſe Principles, .to cry out againit-her... It 

ret | ” ; | may 
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Niel) youn may y ple iQ make it conn at, Thug N = 


Pampa <5 Lmeang are halo WEEDS. ve ay, 1 in 
to:food.and raiment; ſuch as the Shop-keeper . hath 'an the 
good Cuſtomer, and the Tenant vn the, hopeful Landlord, 
whichahoughthey are not nixiglecallysvil re PSHE 
obliging-oheand the pther, tp.becondemne ral 
Shore 3: yet; 46 on: ſack- coniderations, "men ll py 
themſelves to a-Sect, and dultingunſh, out to. 

meet Religion, ox-Religious party, they are Ee aſl ef 
reaſonable,. . Neither wall it help youj.to day.. Shot there, ate 
the ſame preſumptibas-of ſuch;among us; and though: it 
were true:(as in this probable).v Es, For: OW 
ever mens ſectet motives are in-abiding with: the Churc 


of England, they are beſides under a known Law for obe- 
dience;and(conformigyy 40/1 is, KN. whych all-men pager, the 
tame Governmery are gqua! ayoblige , [the Rh Rn Yee as 
the Buyer;the Tengntas wel -as.the Landl Rh is A 
motive more; extrin{egally honeſt. than the... RS Can Pre- 
® tend unto.; But to ſee men-take 2 JE place, in yqur meet- 
ings, not; to ſee! and;thear; belt, but,;rg, be, (een, and noted 
belt, to remove from thence timely* to the « door,- and ther 
B to 


A (10) 
to abide the train of the Company in their departure, and 
all rhis (ok cc moe eng os Top cringes goooe 
ng to hopetu nz1s OI tne on going out z; and laltiy, 
wy. nowledge to their with Friends that Td: 
and livelihoods engage them fo to do, whateyer profit it 
brings to them, can be no great comfort” to you, unleſ you 
wine Mergen with gang and multitude, I will 
acknowledge thar *cis not to be believed that you can eali- 
ly diſcriminate thoſe from others , or if you could, that you 
would exclude them ; but yet I know this tobe a truth, and 
is to be told only thoſe of you, who glory in your number 
and ſincerity. | My intent is to ſpeak- to ſuch that 'under- 


ſtand and ownthe beſt appearing Grotinds of Diffent and 


Separation ;' and that I might fo do, I thought it beſt farſt 
to ſer aſide thoſe nin that have none, - ILL 

5. Obedience hath done you no hurt in your Plot of Separa- 
rion, | though a little more Obedience in'you orthem (rhat 
have on this ſcore ſeparated) would have done the Church 
of 'Ea71and much good. They that are drawn and held to 
you by this Argument are Children and Servants, who cer- 

ng to theie Trives z conl! erin the do0'm ne C Al- 
ehery what their carr} Ing Maſters dodeny to the 
King, and the Church, viz: Obedience. Thereare many 
conſiderations of great efficacie to binde theſe -perlons to 
the very Sentiments, as well as Commandments of their 
domeſtic: Superionrs.- ' Tis fufficient;” if there 'were / only 
in the cafe a quiet life; Trade - and Portion to be forfeited 
by their reluQancie, and this there is too often , to ſay no- 


thing of thoſe fearful curfes fome are afraid to incur being 


pronounced on them by rheir dying friends, on condition 


of 


| | (11) Re 
| of returning to the,obedience to the Engliſh Amichriſtan 
and Idolatrous Charch. 0 Se 919 Eoin; 
 Ithinkthe Servants ate.under the hardeſt terms, -who for: 
the moſt part have had other kind of Education, and come 
to their Maſters with Catechiſms, Principles and Practiſes 
according tathe Church of Exg/ard , and therefore muſt 
uno ſomethings, and diſuſe more in the pragice of their 
Religion before they can comply with yours. _ You: know. 
a little skill in Caſe-Divinity will help theſe. young. people 
to ſome eaſe, and the very Doctrine you often needleſly 
prels of an indilfentable and prime ſtbjeftion to God, will 
do them real good#.and you knowthe (ubjeQion weowe to. 
the Church, and the King for Gods-ſake,.ſupercedes 'the 9- 
bedience we owe toParents and Maſters, if: they once draw 
up t0a competition. And *truly 'tis pity, but theſe ſhould. 
be relieved, riot only inrefpect of the Church and the good 
of theirSouls, : but alſo of their bodies, eſpecially when they. | 
are galli'd often a whole day to huuger, toftrange/ Prayers, 
and ftrange Propoſitions, whereof rhany of your underling 
Canventicles are very full, and is got unknown to your 
_ Let me then diſmiſs theſe as not bringing much credit to 


any Society, and leaſt of all toyours,, whole pretended for- 
malty and 4s to ourgo others in purity of heart and 


| Thegroutidof your Diſſent is next tb loakt into,which 
after the nioft do fearch: that Tcopld make, ſecrns fi 
nally cefobvett imtothis/ Principle, viz. That nething. way be 
vſrelly done, or wfed in, the Charch of Ghriſt| withaut | Com: 
Aa iinpk Wh 


mand or Example for it in Scriptare, | | | 
B 2 0 
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-. For -Lſuppoſe yourhief diſlike of our Church is, becauſe 
in 1ts ulages there are ſomethings. inſeriptural, 'and' ſo I ma 
boldly: fay , will be while the world ſtands. But this is fuch 
A Prcigh thatif you reſolve to ſtand by it, and arecon-! 
tent to a 
as well ſerve you gtinſ: any Church, as eurs, not only that 
of Rome, but Gemeva,: not'only againſt .the hate AGENT 
Platform of Scorlundi; bur New England allo.” -- | 

- But tbe ſhbrt, eirher you approve” bf this Principl, or 
you do not; if you'do, why db you not obſerve it, - and go- 
veri your ſelves within'your ſelves by it? Tf:you do not, 
why would you obtnide it onthe Church of. Saf 2c-vs ha, and 
deſerther'too farinant+of 'an pos ner rtnityito/ it ?; 
Forexamife the nexpmoſt Evan clical Aﬀernbling.. -anditeÞ 
ihe; whether there be not: lome-Circumſtances-withe time, 


PRICE, ny, manner of: Preachiag'and Praying, for which 


of yoniatlcatrbring forth! no plain;-pvſi- 
= pe rhe eecidalas 'Qomithand: hag, Ex Luger 


Holy Soripeure!: [And theſe Ciuraſhunces 'bfiyonrs ye are 
ovetraFdin; and-ſuffer your: ſelves: to be obedient roam 


Vaſſalage to ſome private man, andit may bezheib greiv 


Apoſtle; 'FErT ng ! to blame: thoſe; ithat/ \nvasInAo- 
cent ald'tnucglejnone decenyCelembniesoabd Circumiian- 


; __ oilctvantoſtarknion apUxreretderived-fronchife 
mw _ were not aſhamed to live, nor afraid to die for the 
Golpe 


Moreover, thibbeing he great Fi Rr 6f: rhe; 


of Non-conformbiyantaitelPurit bers bolt 


as to'ask you, where you bad it i Nor! -_ un 
Fam ſure, neither iword, nor fenſe ; not Moos E 


of Jewiſh or Chriſtian Church-i inthe wn” 0.208 regiſirod; 
tor cey bath. uſed Ceremonies and Circumſtances in Wor- 


ns ſhip, 


ideby the juſt Conſequences of the ſame, it will: 


6 a Ei 
ſhip, took them up, and laid them down again without the? 
interpoſition of a particular -Divine/ Command, and er! 
are gultlels, 3% 

- Altthat1 can findof Scriptures that you are'wort t&fal- 
ledge for this Opinion, are ſome: conceptions 'of yout Ow: 
on thoſe Texts that mention God's Holineſs and 'Jealouſie,' 
That thou ſhalt not. add or diminiſh; &c. which havebeer 
an hundred times/an{weredto you ; and:had:you' beenZin-: 
genuous; the An{wers had long” betore removed'the dotape, : 
You will not {ay ſure, that this:is' a Principle ' enforced "oh 
you by Spiritual Wiſdom, and prudential debates'in the'tifi- 
derftanding of: every manthat 15-pofleſied withra:dneifeir of 
Gad; for this:were to make your ſelves theonly: true'Dhiri. 
ſtians,:or:20be-found {if you venture'to talkof 'prevdencey 
in/the ſame Oven wherein:you ſeckto finde;”or to put your 
Adverſaries.. Byt the Church of Z-g/azd muſt be cautious 
in contending againft this Principle , for:fcarceanyof her 
Members do;-butthey are: wakigiacields 'for-diſparaging 
the fulneſd of. Seriptyrez:for ſpeaking un-Proteftantlikeiwof 
the” perſe@ion! off thiti Sacred - Volime;;:! and!laffly;/ that 
Chrift;as 2v/es was not fiirhful in his houſe, ++ |. 01 
.coWhoh Accuſations were: they truaawould: ſignifie; but 
dhiey-ard not tracy, inmfmuchas theiMembers of the Chtixds 
bf England aye always willinglyallerted; andrlextedlizjus 
iifedshe perfection of: Holy Seriptutes;-a5thaving inithemns 
eJuffigientandfiill Revelation of: ſupernatural: Traths, 4nd 
theSubltantialsof God's Wprihip3y and theadvancingiit$on 
rakand civil Daties:tola more ſubliche rant tpititualheiphe) 
by dieting; theta: mort noblerond;maidhteln Rimrife, 
FJortmance-of thend -10n4+boly manner;”>Blſhop#3 4»Je2683 

Pref. to 20 Serm. But then 'tis added by that renowned /Bi 
> ſhop, kbatthis the Proteſtants do /afferviwichout2atiy: __ 

W191 pole 
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(14) 
poſe thereby ta exclude belief of what is otherwiſe reaſo- 
_ or the praQtile of what _is: prudential. 1dems i- 


"Fart truth is,that Biſhop might ſay what. be pleaſed ; 
 Prer age is, that his Exercitations bh the Cauſe of the 
Church 1 of Eng land, as it ſtands in Controverſie. with you 
6. refuting : Elſe though Mr. Hekters's be a 
Ig ng{ome Book, why are not the Right: Reverend  Sandey- 
, fins s few Sermons » and two Prefaces taken uito conſiderati- 
on ? For doth he not enervate your Principle, and eſtabliſh 
our Ceremonies with that freeneſs, as if he craved favour 
from- no man's Reaſon ar Learning? Therefore let itbe 
thought no utrcaſonable requeſt of mine toyou who are en- 
SE pea to the way of diffention from us, if 1 
y DD PR to that Author, and ro eed mode- 
rately (1 can) in your In ou or urs 
was hr) aeyr th : Ten th jg 
Nenher'can I think the den our Principle 
ville x Qptaiorr in whoſe eh oppade 3 alias. Chulſ- 
was let faithfu hay «hong ach For, if he hath made known 
unto us all e hath heard of his Father, John 
1:26 ao that Era den dh ſt fee 
as Moſes did in t on ol the Laws 
received from bs ports Infirugion and Government of 
the Tiraclites, and yer left ſome circumſtances Unmentions 
ned, heis not unfairhful, nor his diſpenſation uncomplete z 
nor fail d any more than St. Paw!, to declare the whole Conn« 
{cl of God, though he hath ſaid-nothing of the Antipedes, 
Motion of the Earth, or World in the Moon ; no; nor 'fo 
p=—-oqj God's Decrees, as ſome others have, and continue 
to . , 
What Grremogics and Ciremuſtanoes are recorded in the 


New 


NE % © OOTY 
New Teſtament, as the iſſues of the Will of the Great 
Captain of-our- Salvation to be conſtantly and univerſally 
praQiled in his Church, let him be anathematized that -re- 
nounceth to them either in Opinion or Practice ; and letthe 
Church of Exglaxd ſtand charged of partiallity and falle- 
hood , If any children of her Family will not fay,  A-. 
But if many As of Religion and Piety are commanded 
in their Subſtance only in Scripture, and- men cannot ol 
form them without cxrxcumſtance, what ſhould be the Rea- 
ſon (not the pretence ) why lawful Authority ( which is. 
judge of decencie, and always aims ata blefled Uniformi- 

, and in purſuance thereof imoyns nothing contrary to 
leaſt 79f« of the will of our Saviour) ſhould not deter- 
mine them ? when de fa#o ſome circumſtances will (though 
omit be uſed and determined by every private per- 
But ſhould this very obnoxious Principle be ma tobe hr 
yet I make a Queſtion, whether you have not exceeded (in 
your modern cavil) the faireſt extenſion of it : For under 
pretence of precilely ſtanding to Scripture, and therein of- 
rento words, ſounds, and ſyHables, you have rejeted ſome- 
things that are Seriptural in ſetiſe and ſignification, at leaft 
in thejudgment of thoſe that are as pious and learned as 
your ſelves, and infinitely beyond you in ntymber, and An- 
tiquity, yet ſtill within the acknowledged Church of Chriſt. 
For-what a daring rudeneſs was it myou to damn Epiſcopa- 
Cie (appoſing {uch, as obtains in Faeland) as Unſcripty- 
ral, if the Fs Divinum thereof (which isequivalent to rhe 
obligation of Scripture) beſo fairly pleadable by men, thar 
are ever ready to go down with you into the Sand to dgfend 
it at any Weapon mn the Spiritual Armory, and are no near 
THOS, | at 


(16) 
«t4Jols,or ſhort,of you in Pijety than Jezrning,';. For obt 
£0 remember your former rageagainſt this Government, on 
the account of. thie former Principle, ornone: I ask, whether 
.evcr any. Society-of men were unchurche for being govern'd 
by Biſhops, but by you ? |For,to reckon our Epiſcopatje An- 
tichriltian, 4s as mugh.as to unchurch us, .! And thbughthe 
Long-Parliament-Sermons call'd it Prelacie , yet thereby 
they meant ngtbing«ele but out Epilcopatie both! gn {eple 
and execution... But the, people: muſt havethe new word 
Prelacie (as ghen; uſed, by you). haying ſomething yet left 
10 them of the antient reverence to Epilcopadie;!: 106) \£V! 
Bur if che Divineright of Epilcopacic benotdemonſtra- 
ble (as Lbelieve 1t 15) yet hath not as faixi pretence therey 
to, as any of thoſe Hebrew, or Scotch Roots from'whence 
your different Aſſociations are derived ? For letiit be ſhewn 
wherein, it CUE . behindin eyidence to. your forming.and 
predominanit Theſes,viz. The Doctrine of Lay-Elders, and 
parity. of Miniſters, The Doctrine, ofthe, Church-Coye- 
nant, and Independent-Paſtors, ' Or again, That the Gofſ- 
pel hith ſo reſtrained the Subject of Baptilm, as to exclude 
_ Infants; And, that men-may gow expect the ſame degree 
- of. condudt; and, aſliſtance jfrom; the Holy; Ghoſt to guide 
them.into all truth, and even.toprevent;ſtudy and:medita- 
'10n, as the Apoſtles had, ec. ho 


_ \Andas it 1s.in Goverament, fol go on to demand of you 
in the point of; worſhip, Whoever: beſides your ſelves ran 
WR 64 Jem ap.cxpliche Communion with a.Church'ior ha- 
.xing a formoof- Prayer,, for kneeling. ar the-Lords-Supper, 
tor NR. of the Croſs after Baptiſm, and for the Surpliſe ? 
.when they. were declared not eflegtial to*Religion, nor ſub- 


5 in. \Y prſhip, .but recommended , and; enjoyned out 
ot Revgeneeto Au igyny and. zeal for llnifor 


*. ct * 


nuyby thoſe 


who 
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T7, 
who: had Authority over us {MM never aſſerted any other 
Authority in ſuch matters, but for edification : Concerning 
w hich Ceremonies there is no-man among you ' (who ſeems 
to have retained diſcretion, or a faculty of judging) but 


only hovers and makes light refle&tions, but never proves 


them to be. direaly ſinful, unleſs by the former weak, 
and every where (even among your ſelves) contradicted 
Principle, SH | 


' The Doftines of the Church of England contained in 


the 39 Articles haye of. late obtained to ſome better reſpe&: 
among you, and on a ſudden grow into favour with many: 


Difſenters, which one would think were a good pledge 
of their: farther conformity , there being nothing (as I 
know) in our Government and Worſhip that is contradico- 
or abhorrent from thoſe Articles. | _ 
But what the reaſon ſhould be of your approbation, or 
whether you be not real in it, I know not; but if you are 
then proceed to examine other matters, and your ſelves by 
them. I doubt, if you were urged to ſublcribe to them, 
you would again, as heretofore have your exceptions, and 
only acknowledge for truth in them thoſe which be the 
great Commandments. P 
- However it were but fair, if you do own our Articles, to 
let the reſt of your Societies know from your own mouths, 


that there are ſome good things among us, that they may 


become more modeit in their revilings, who ſeldome rate 
us below the Idolatrous, the Superſtitious, and Anti- 
chriſtian, not only wa one, but in all matters that pertain to 
us, as 2 Church. 

Perhaps you lay hold on our Articles now as an Argu- 
ment ad hominem, and to beat ny (as you-think) with our 
OW 
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. =06wn Weapon , for there are great cries among you , as if 
many that live in conformity to the Church of - E:glazd arg 
departed in their Opinion from the Catholick ſoundneſs. of 
the 39 Articles, by eſpouſing Socinianiſm, of which there 
1s much ſuſpition, and dread exprelſs'd in ſome late Wri- 
= , but then they charge ſuch perſons therewith, that are. 
o clearly not guilty of it, as that they approve and uſe that: 
Lyturgy, wherein there is a particular Creed againft the 
farce of Socinianiſm, and are willing (for ought I hear ) to 
wh other aſſurance of their deteftation of it, notwith- 
anding thoſe paſſages in ſome late Papers that they have 
with great confidence accuſed and condemned, *' 

Bur if the Doctrine of Soc; and his followers hath got- 
ten any credit among us (which God forbid) who may we 
blame for it but your ſelves, and your Fore-runners, who 
could never endure that body of Canons, wherein was one 
my Title and Doctrine againſt Socinianiſm ? Ic is. the fourth 
Canon agreed onby the ſeveral. Synods of Loxdox and York 
164.0, wherein Socintanilm is called a damnable: and cur- 
{{d Herefie, a complication of many antient Hereſies. con- 
demn'd by the four firſt General Councils , and laſtly, con- 
trariant to the Articles of Religion now eſtabliſhed mthe 
Church of Ezg/azd, I know on what Canon or Canons 
the burden of your clamour was laid, and that the Lawyers 
helpt you to find out an irregularity in their making(though 
rhe Compoſers had the King's Commiſſion to impower 
them, and the Canons the King's Declaration-before them) 
yet this Canon underwent the {ame fate as others, though 
not ſo audibly complain'd againſt , which I cannot think for 
all that, but was as well as te reſt ſecretly deſign'd againſt 
by the firſt Authors of our confuſions in Religion : Forſoon 
after the Miniſters that exerciſed before the uy and 

Z Com- 
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_ Commons: at their Monthly Faſts complain'd againſt infi- 


nite Errors and Herefies, and this (by name) of Socinia- 
niſm, and that the perſons who were guiity of it were hot: 
the adherents to Epiſcopacie, bur ſuch as were hearded! a- | 


mong the Diſſenters, and joyn'd tor a pretended Reforma-' 


tion. The matter therefore well conſidered, though you 
diſlike Socinianiſm' (as well you may) yet you may {ee whe- 
ther directly, or by accident, I enquire not, who unhappi- 
ly miniſtred to its growth, if not to its firſt Introdudti- 
1: ND 
- Concerning the Diſcipline of the Church of England, 1 
have found nothing lo boldly talkt againſt, as the particu- 
lar of Excommunications, as if they were irregularly .de- 
creed, andon light and unmeet occaſions. But theie ex- 
ceptions are ſo idle and vain, that they argue either '1gno- 
rance or unrighteouſneſs in thoſe who firſt made them. For 
had they oblerv'd how, and by whom men are Eccleſiaſti- 
cally cenſured, they would not think the Keys uſurp'd by 
Lay-men. *Tis no news to hear Courts and their proceed- 
ings firſt miſunderſtood, and then mutrepreſented by thoſe 
who are obnoxious, or have an itch to rule, and. are impa- 
tient of Government. Now Government it ſelf being 1a- 
cred and neceſfary, they that quarrel atit muſt begin with 
the ſuſpe&ted corruptions of it (of which they are neither 
capable to judge or amend) and ſo proceed to confuſion ; 
but Kill keeping up to a noiſe of corruption, till themſelves. 
are poſlel(s'd of it, and then become abominable. 
- And as for the cauſes and occaſions of Excommunicatr . 
ons, that are infifted-on by you to be light antt trivial, it 1s 


"PW 


- raanifeſt that thoſewho fo accule are very heedlels, or very: 


illiterate. For let thembut read theoxdinary'form of : that In- 
ſtrument, and: they will I isrefiouncing' to.Go- | 
ens a 
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yernment, and contempt of the Court, that is, when men 
do not acknowledge the Juriſdiftion, or will not ſubmit 
and acquieice in irs determinationsand cenſures, | 
Having thus mentioned your Principle of Diſſent, and 

ſome Applications that you make thereof for your own pi- 
tiful defence againſt the Church of Erg/and, let me fur- 
ther add ſumethingof the ways and manners you obſerve, 
or at leaſt are in ule among your ſelves, I have ſometime 
conſidered your Worſhipping of God, and finde, that 
though you have long handled that Text [That God is a $pi- 
rit, and they that worſhip hin, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and 
in truth to ſerve you againſt thoſe you oppole , yet there is 
little aſlurance that there is more ſpirit or truth in your wor- 
ſhip than in your flighted Neighbour's.. For, if to: worſhip 
God in ſpirit be to joyn the Soul with external performances 
in God's Worſhip, what can you ſay for your ſelves more, 
than thoſe from whom you {eparate, who acknowledg the 
Dodtrine, and profeſs the practiſe of the ſame beyond your 
diſproof, knowing herein they are to be tried by God ( and 
not you) who ſearcheth the heart, and trieth the reins. _ 
\. But yer have not the Sons of the Church of Erzgland 
greater appearances, that their Souls are joyn'd to the ma- 
teria] parts of Gods worſhip than you ? when they. readily 
uſe fuch Acts and Indications of reverence, as you make 
Conſcience to deny, and a piece of Religion to contemn z\ 
hay ſometime become diſtin&tly characer'd from us by an 
© obſtinate and inſolent refuſal to uſe them, The Congrega- 

tions that worſhip God according to the Canons and:Ru- 
bricks' if the Church of Exg/azd do in Prayer and Com- 
munions knee], in hearing they are uncovered, and in an 
other conſtant or contig ons are decent 6 orderly ; of 
whictkthey ars ſo far 


” 
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tunity 


ervant, that to prevent. any oppor-. 


X (22) | 
tunity for confuſion, it is their Principle to ſubmit and con- 
form to a ſtated rule given them by their + a1 ng which 
is the only guard againſt indecenge and diftraQtion. 
But your Aſſemblies (thoſe of our County) are otherwiſe 
managed, Many profels to come with no other deſigne 
than to hear only, aud think themſelves ditcharg'd to God 
and their own with, it they come time &@ough to hear 4 
myſtical Text protiounc'd, as the warning to a Sermon. This 
they believe to be the worſhip of God, or elſe have know- 
ledge of none. And when they come, there is no difference 
between them inthe Market, and in the Meeting-houlſe, and 
to ſay truth, there needs none, that their carriage may. beax 
FRE to = nature'of Gm wor ch na 
They have been taught; that Preaching and Hearing are 
the tr Duties of Miniſter and People, and for the-one 
to preach plain Doctrine; and the other to be uncovered are 
both ſuperſtitious ; and moreover, : that Superſtitions ſo 
dangerous , that rudeneſs is much' ſafer with ſuch-like 
whimſies, - that whenever: they are reproved for it inour Aſc 
ſemblies, eſpecially in this point 'of the Hat, they thinle 
they are abridged of their Chriſtian Priviledges, 7 
' Neither is your Worſhip better for truth than (ſpirit, if 
to. worthip God in truth be: to worſhip him after the'imianner; 
that Chriſt hath revealed him; who is the true, God. -' For, 
concerning God; nothing-is more Emphatical: in the Reve= 
lation of him by Chriſt , than, thex that he ſpared not his 
ows Son, but delivered him up for #«. all, Rom. $. 32. which 
Do&rine, that'it might be preſerved freſhin the memories 
of Chriſtians, then was an holy Rite joſtituted by our Savi- 
our, that carried with-it the moſt eabe and: familiar ſignifica- 
tion of the fame, viz, the Sacrament -of the Lords-Supper, 
which is to be celebrated with (ach words 'thatdo importthe 


very 


1 (22) 
very Podrine,. whereby. is ſhewn not.only our Sevicee! > 
care andfaichtuinels:to * kinnh an aſſertion of thePgitit ; 


but over andabokt; ithat this-is rhe moſt Properly differing | 


Charadeer of. the Ghriftian Soakty;) 

Butgalas {Df whar lictle> uſe 1s this . 4m0hg you ?, your 
former ſetting up ſpiritual Rails:by ſtrange. and unchriſtian 
Niceties h i made adefolation of this Table j-not to be 
repaired bythe ſopndeft Doftines/and: vehetih ' a | Exhot- 
rarians to thoſe that gtherwiſe pre governable - 0 997 

gen as for your: own: Societies: (Tipeakof: Xez7 ) there 

very little obedience to'it,: or fuck” obedience 'as little 
s with the merit of the Doctrine | it relates to, Or 

the compu with me of if _ tio ſeg 
to tay ex 'there are W vent ur 
Fre ih pred aecion having yet/a feqhent you of 
that Sacrament:do conſtantly communicate with us, not out 
of ;or ——— ordinary perſwaſion , but be- 
eaule/not in pragtc ave inſuch Meetings'of yours, © to which 
thanufually betakethemlelves, * Tpray then conſider how 
iaturs 8aritegral' your Worſhip is, eſpecialiy where there is 
' nothing but an exzexuporary prayer and attempts on a Theo- 
logical Diſcourſe. - If in any place the Holy Scriptures are 
read, Idomrhear of any great: care or order had for read- 
ingthe ame, inthe moſt material parts thereof'; *burin ma- 
Ay places there is no more uſe of - then than in ſuch Quota- 
tations that are-broughtiin to attend the Sermon ; and in the 
reſt, the Method or Confuſion of : reading is keft- to the dif- 
erction-of the gifted Roeee Paſir, or Miniſter, be heyoung 
erold;Stranger'or home-born{:! And therefore 1 it is; that the 
Skill your Auditors have: intzhg Setiptures is very narrow, 
referring only to thoſe ems which' are moſt in Haſhionfor 
your : They obſcraslicele connexion or diſcrimina- 


Ls 


.A dw A 


tion between Old and/N.Teftament;nor particularly: jucider- 


ſtand thofe Scriptures that eflentially jooncerm Chriſtianity: 


but are under Rote and Government of my nn rag 
tin 


ſound) for diflent and difference from'the Church of :Ex-. 
glapa, Mot PDT 1127 er} tn norgno ft To erated 
' This conſideratton makes me reflect or-your: way of bn- 


becomeof you bs For youhave:ſo] preachic 'a\WOEUPOR 
the negle& and very omiſfion!; of Dont vin : that the peo- 


ple (you know) will curle you; if 1p ſhould -but attempt 


to call them together in any publike Meeting without it. 
Bur yet to let this pals, when: you are: conven'd;; your way 


of inſtructing one would think. rmght i be:betterradviſed/ I. 


meddle-not now with'the' utmptdets of your Subjects: to be- 


get Principles ob- Chriſtianity im your Hearers z undif} they 


were'Principles which you teach; how unduly they arepro- 
portioyd to their capacities | being: 1nveloped with fuch 
Phrates,, that it were. hard for'the'very Apoſtles to know 
their own Dodrines agiin, or the''Primative- Chriſtians” to: 
reſume their faith and practice of them; if they were 'to 
judge and live by your Diſcourſes; | 4 | 

- 'But, fay yourway of Preaching is mended '( for indeed' 


the Writings of Diflenters in: other Cities:and Countries. 


arc 
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IN. 
are, ns Poa, ora to ſenſe, and: beginning; to be' 
more Orthodox as to-Doarine) what reaſons can there be 
in order to better edification (as-you-/pretend) to negle& the 
uſe of the Ten Commandments, publike Catechitms, the 
Antient Creeds, and the Lords Prayer, which deliver the 
Elemeats of Religion in {uch plain words, and tractable Pe-: 
riods as the meaneſt judgment and memory may receive and 
manage them'?- And 1t thememory only be tirſt obliged in 
thoſe wile and bleſſed accomodations-.of Divine Truths,: 
they are the neater to the underſtanding, and may at laſt 
rule inthe aftetions;and co: agio8> 20059707 bon3 -0Þ 
Yet with theſe younftru&t not; but make them alt fab-' 
fide to your own private ſenſes: and- illuſtrations of Scrip-' 
ture. ' If this be told abroad to thole who are of the Re- 
tormed Churches, itwill become! to their Judgment equal-/ 
ly wicked and incredible, 'That men ſhould pretend to in” 
Ron (and the beft-way too) without a Catechiſm, 'or 
the uſe of 1t without the Decalogue, Creeds, or Lords Pray- 
er, Forto ſay you touch on all theſe in your Pulpit-decla- 
mations 1s but to tell us. of a Wild-goofe-chaſe, wherein the 
Learner though he may come to hear ſothe good, ſhall never 
have a form of ſound words. _ ho | 
This 1s the ſtranger for that theſe things are omitted, not 
only on choice, but in oppoſition to LAws, that enjoyn 
them: but what ſpeak I of Laws, when as there is no 
Church or Kingdom on the face of the whole earth that 
hath better and more wholeſome Laws than ours , and yet 
none ſo lighted, and baffled ; not.by the Banditi, or men 
that live without any conduct of Law and Conſcience, but 
by thoſe that pretend to have the greateſt apprehenſion -of 
Religion and hvelieſt ſenſe of the fear of God? For what 
Authority hath conſulted with greater wiſdom and com- | 
paſſion 
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paſſion towards thoſe it governs; hath waited with more pas 


tieace and deſire of Conformity:and- Obedience; ; or int}1&+- 
ett niqre;gehtly and tenderly:gntrinſgreſſoursthan ours}? yet. 
what Government- hath! bee more .complain'd and libell'd 
againft;? That ſtands reproach'd and foil'd; inits wiſeſt 'De- 
crees, and-\molt Chriftian:Sanctions:;!{to; the wonder. and a- 
ftoniſhment; as well as'totheevil:Examplegt atlithe Nati 


__— 


ons rbundabout us; 'S WOE +13» CorJand 4 DIOV 28] eigii CG: 032 
> Should-other men: take. your .licenceto-except-ragainſt 
Laws ' that they donot:like and abate 3 (#90 4n their. Obe- 
diente to them as you dog. no Law would; be- regarded, ' but 


the'conftitution of, the: Kingdom muſt: diffalye.,: Yet for; 


this youchave taught;them Principles; -and giveth themPat-- 
terns, which they may know how to ule'in matters þf-bo- 
dy and eſtate, as y6u 1n' your” pretended conterns- of Soul, 
and Religion... -For, if you-may any Conformity: to Law- 
L, s Godin a.matter;that. 
isnot.intrinſecally evil; otby.any word: of Gad-ablolutely: 
finful- (as you'cannot proveanything in our wlages is), then 
may others al{o-be'{et onto. violate ether Laws; which they 
judge inexpedient, or otherwiſe; for I.know not what rea-- 
fon; do notpleaſe them. :|: I believe, many. of. yauiintend no 
ſuch evil to your Nation and Country, but then why; will 
youhold and Tovethat Pririciple;; that may: be: ſo:naturally 
mmprov'd to infinite miſchiefs > '' +7 D177 
- The time'paſt ſurely may; 1tiffice you - to; have wrought 
your own will, . the Conſequences whereof cannot-without 
horrour be contemplated-by any thatchave affectionto the 
Church.or Commonwealth.,'-Rettiember, T'prays:your 611- 
deavours and: oppoſitions ' were - and are agaipt;tuch 38 
Church, that you cannot; accuſe of ; any defe&-innegeflaries 
to.Salvation, | or hath-any-thibg.in|ul&or injynRion > thai 
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may otherwile hazard any mans happineſs (but ſet it for- 
forward). that ſhall unite unto/1c:: And yet yaur oppoſition 
to it viſibly: contradias ſuchia Doarine (for ought yer hath 
been/proved) whole infringement brings damnation, viz, 


obedience to Authority, Noy are your followers any way 


| better prepared to diſcharge themlelvesof being involved 
lodge 92h but by the precarious Argument: of an impli- 
cite Belief, that your Leaders are good meny aud will. not 
80-againft the'Scriptures ; which Scriptures if. you would 
be intreated to look into without Party or Paſſion, and ſo far 
yield to' as you are convinced, you wouid quickly both*Lea- 
der and Follower, leave your [Tents and Camps; and: find 
more comfort-(though perhaps' nor fucceis) un obedience 
than obſtinache,;:i -i &2 ad wot wort yas dolites correct 
Here is: nothing (E believe): in this Paper, but foie. of 


> * 


you may have heard, bur, Iduubt, fewot: you: confider'd, 
and'therefore ftiy dehign hereby-is-only £9 give: u-tanuliarly: 
another Memorialy andto renew the unſtance-for peace and 


eonformiry;; which Igoioffexito you; from the: bottota off 


my heart, without ſenſe of any particular wrong or pro-- 
vocation from you, fave what 1s to every Member of the 
awe E#gland by: your receſſions from ir;;or batteries 
idghnffiic; [10 200 C910 DUEL 1 1534 ny 0 f1179 mos; 
FI tiandct tel you, that you with' us ate- of 'dne common 
Nature and Country, but Religion-too, for you are wont: 
to.defend your ſelves in all aggrefies upon; you;by the name 


and pretence to the cauſe of -Engliſh Proteltants; / but ſure- 


never-icknowledged abroad; as you ſtand myour 
ecinents fronythe:Church.of England! to beinteipett 
6f Forein Churches either Mother, Sites, or Daughter.yet: 
will you-noticeale to multiply diftintions' from us, anden- 


you were 
dilagre 


__ Chriſt 


A 


mities againſt us, * Conſider: how much: the right ſpirit of | 
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(27) OS LD 
Chriſtianity is ſeen 19 ae and peaceableneſs, which;. 
if they are to be exerciſed towards all,then doubtleſs not to. 
be denied to a righteous and innocent Authority. 
= We ask you not to part with any Chriſtian Vertue or Dc- 
/ rine, as neceſſary to a compliance with us, but rather to 
become more practical in the moſt eminent points thereof, 
| and that you would leave off to mingle, and prefer your own 
things before the things of Jeſus Chriſt, his Goſpel, and 
his Church. 4 
There was a time when the Ordinances of a ſmall piece: 
of a Parliament were cried up for Laws by you, and not on- 
ly Obedience preſs'd to them on pain of Delinquencie and. 
Damnation, but Neutrality curſed,though the very matter 
of thoſe Laws was either to begin, or juſtifie Rebellion or 
Schiſme : And ſhall an integral and full Authority betram-- 
pled under your feet in Laws. that are for right Religion, 
Peace, and? Unity? | 
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